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“THE INTERVENTION IS KILLING OUR PEOPLE” 

 

September 13th marks 4 years since the United Nations Declaration on 

the Rights of Indigenous Peoples was adopted by the UN General 

Assembly and nearly 2½ years since the Australian Government publicly 

declared its support for this document.  

 

But Northern Territory Aboriginal leader Barbara Shaw says the 

government has continued with an Intervention that is in flagrant breach 

of the Declaration and its commitment to Indigenous self-determination. 

 

Ms Shaw is travelling to Dublin to take part in the Frontline Defenders 

Platform where she will meet with delegates from around the world who 

are at the forefront of the struggle for human rights.  She will tell the 

conference the Intervention is leading to ill health including stress-

related early deaths and ever-increasing rates of attempted self-harm 

and substance abuse amongst her people. 

 

“We live in a democracy” says Ms Shaw.  “We are not at war but our 

people are dying from the racist policies that the government is putting 

on us.  They won’t listen, they think they know what’s best for us.  And 

they say they support the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 

Peoples but they are not implementing any of the Declaration’s Clauses.  

In fact, the Northern Territory Intervention breaches most of them.” 

 

Ms Shaw has been campaigning for over 4 years against the Intervention 

and is extremely worried about the deteriorating conditions in many 

communities with the loss of jobs, the lack of services and general 

decay of infrastructure and community organisations.  Homelands and 



communities are being starved of funding which is forcing people to 

move off their land, and children are being taken from their families. 

 

“It breaks my heart when I see good proud people who lose spirit over 

the damage to their land and ignoring of their customs.  People are 

losing hope and turning to drinking - what else is there for them?” states 

Ms Shaw.  “Governments need to respect us, our abilities and our culture 

and work in true partnership instead of trying to rule over us.” 

 

Contacts:  Barbara Shaw 0401 291 166 
        Marlene Hodder 0438 816 851 
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