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MACKLIN CAN’T FIX BROKEN INTERVENTION WITH BIGGER 

STICK 

The Intervention Rollback Action Group in Alice Springs has slammed Minister 
Jenny Macklin’s announcement that the federal government will continue with 
key aspects of the NT Intervention, and expand punitive welfare measures. 

IRAG says these plans fly in the face of widespread condemnation of 
Intervention measures across NT communities during recent consultation 
meetings and mounting evidence of growing social crises arising from the 
Intervention. 

IRAG and a delegation of Arrernte womn from Alice Springs were evicted from 
Minister Macklin’s private launch of the Stronger Futures consultations report 
yesterday. 

Lauren Mellor from the Intervention Rollback Action Group stated: “These 
consultations were a farce from the beginning. The Stronger Futures discussion 
paper released in June outlines precisely the agenda announced by Minister 
Macklin yesterday. Consultation meetings I attended saw Government Business 
Managers aggressively promoting these measures despite widespread 
opposition. 

“But Minister Macklin can’t hide from the failures of the Intervention. Despite 
upwards of $2 billion being spent on the program, social crises have accelerated. 
The government’s own reports show a shocking 40% increase in Indigenous 
incarceration, a doubling of rates of attempted suicide and self-harm and in so-
called priority areas like children’s health and education the situation continues 
to deteriorate. 

“Macklin claims that cutting off welfare payments to increase school attendance 
is the main ‘priority’ in communities. This is disgracefully dishonest. Income 
Management has been tied to school attendance since July 2009. But there have 
been less kids at school, less Aboriginal people working in the schools, more 
community disengagement.” 

“At the consultations I attended Aboriginal people called for more support to 
raise school attendance levels, not a bigger stick with which to beat struggling 
families. Parents and educators are calling for a lifting of the ban on bilingual 
education to re-engage the community in the curriculum, better resources and 
access for remote schools and more local Aboriginal people employed as 
teachers and support staff. Centrelink payments are already well below the 



poverty line, withdrawing a family’s sole income will create greater instability 
and it will be the whole household that suffers.” 

Connie Craig is a local Arrernte woman who tried to speak to the Minister 
yesterday: 

“I wanted to talk to Macklin today but instead she hid from us. I would have 
asked her to swap lives with those of us living under the Intervention for a day. 
Try looking after your family on the BasicsCard, and give us your credit card for 
shopping. Live like my family in Whitegate town camp with no running water or 
power services, which the government is trying to shut down as unviable. Let’s 
see how the Minister likes not being able to find a paid job in her community 
and being told she’s got to work for the dole instead. I’d like to see how Minister 
Macklin survives under the policies she’s forcing Aboriginal people to live 
under.” 

Lauren Mellor continued, “Even the whitewashed Stronger Futures 
consultations report acknowledges that mass unemployment and 
disempowerment in bush communities are causing deep pain. So where is the 
announcement of a major employment program to replace the thousands of jobs 
lost through CDEP cuts? Where is the support to re-establish local authorities 
like the community councils dismantled by the Intervention? 

“The Minister hopes to get away with manipulating the consultation process to 
pursue the government’s own agenda, but community leaders are fighting back. 
The Minister must respond to a widely endorsed alternative program to the 
Intervention called “Rebuilding from the Ground Up” presented to her and her 
department at numerous consultations. The program calls for investment in 
community controlled organisations and jobs across all NT communities” 
concluded Ms Mellor. 
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