
COMMUNITY MEMBERS CALL FOR THE 
RESIGNATION OF CONSTABLE GARETH EVANS 

 
 

The coroner released his findings into the death in custody of Terrence Briscoe today, 
stating that  
“I find that the care, supervision and treatment of the deceased while being held in custody 
by the NT Police was completely inadequate and unsatisfactory and not sufficient to meet 
his medical needs. This lack of care resulted in his death, that is to say, his death was 
preventable, and it should not have occurred.” 
 
However community members believe that the recommendations of this 
inquiry are inadequate, and are calling for Constable Evans’ resignation. 
 
Patricia Morton-Thomas, aunt to Mr Briscoe, said today 
“Can someone explain the difference between manhandling and assault? Because from the 
CCTV footage that I saw that was clearly assault.  
I’d like to call for stronger measures to be taken against Evans. It’s ridiculous that he 
continues to be paid in that position. My taxes are going into his wages, and I find that an 
insult. 
We’re talking about a human life that was extinguished because of a lack of care.”  
 
Barbara Shaw, a local Aboriginal woman who advocates for human rights stated;  
“The 20th anniversary of the Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody was last 
year, and yet to this day, Aboriginal people are still dying at the hands of authority whilst 
being in custody. We need to apply human rights standards. The UN Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples, which Australia endorses, states that people have the right to 
live without violence. 
Would the findings have been different if the police officer was an Aboriginal and the 
deceased was non-Aboriginal? 
People in authority who abuse their powers should not have a job in the NT Police force.” 
 
Hilary Tyler, a friend of the family who attended the coronial enquiry, agrees, stating that  
“The recommendations are a farce, and do not address the systemic issues. The NT Police 
needs to take ownership of this, and Constable Evans should lose his job.” 

 
In closing, Patricia Morton-Thomas said  
“It’s such a blight on Australian society. There’s no hope for justice in this country if you’re 
Aboriginal or below the poverty line.” 

 
 
For further comment, contact 

Barbara Shaw 0401 291166 
Hilary Tyler 0419 244012 

 


