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HUMAN RIGHTS DAY RALLY DEMANDS JUSTICE FOR KUMENTJAYE BRISCOE 

The family of Kwementjaye Briscoe, a young Aboriginal man killed in custody in the Alice Springs watch house on 

January 5 this year, will rally alongside supporters on Human Rights Day to demand justice and that charges be laid 

against police officers responsible for his death. 

Kwementjaye Briscoe was taken into custody for public drinking on January 4. CCTV footage shown at the coronial 

investigation shows police officers assaulting Briscoe before leaving him bleeding and unconscious, lying face down 

in a cell where it was later concluded he died of positional asphyxiation. 

A petition calling for the Department of Public Prosecutions to lay charges against the police officers has received 

more than 30,000 signatures and will be presented to the Chief Minister’s office to mark the anniversary of Briscoe’s 

death. 

The Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody (RCIADIC) concluded over 20 years ago that the main 

reason for deaths in custody was that, "too many Aboriginal people are in custody, too often". In the decade prior to 

RCIADIC there were 99 Aboriginal deaths in custody. Between its final report in 1991 and 2008, there were 270 

deaths. NT Aboriginal incarceration rates spiked sharply after the introduction of the federal intervention in 2007, 

particularly in relation to alcohol and traffic offences, with the most recent ABS data showing a 70% rise. 

Patricia Morton-Thomas, aunty of the deceased and a rally organiser stated “It was not just through the Royal 

Commission that assurances have been made that deaths in custody will no longer happen.  A few years ago in Alice 

Springs a man named Kwementjaye Trigger died in custody in circumstances very similar to my nephew and the 

police at that time assured the coroner that changes would be made. But two years later my nephew lost his life 

because of the callousness of police.  

“Our family is calling for justice, we’re not calling for revenge. We’re not calling for anything other than what a court 

of law owes to our family and to my nephew. We are calling for negligent manslaughter charges to be laid against 

the police because internal disciplinary measures are not enough of a deterrent to officers to do the right thing 

where people’s lives are at stake. We are outraged that the coroner has refused to call for charges to be laid. 

“My nephew was not just an Aboriginal man, he was also an Australian citizen and I hate to think that we as a 

country that will turn a blind eye to that kind of callous disregard for another human life. But so far that seems to be 

the case where our politicians and where our legal system is concerned.” 

Barbara Shaw from the Intervention Rollback Action Group stated “Articles 3 and 7 from the Universal Declaration 

on Human Rights states that everyone has the right to life and to be free from cruel and degrading treatment. All 

people should be treated equally within the justice system. Kwementjaye Briscoe was denied that right. 

“In the NT we elected a number of Aboriginal MLAs to represent our people’s interests. This death in custody could 

easily have happened to someone in their family too. We want to know if they will stand with us to demand justice 

for the Briscoe family and support charges being laid.” 

Morton-Thomas concluded “In the last four years there have been four deaths in custody involving the Alice Springs 

police and corrections services. It has to stop, and the police force has to be made accountable. I’m hoping that 

enough people will come together on Human Rights Day and say we are not going to accept this in our town 

anymore. We as Australians need to stand up and be counted on these incredibly important social issues and start 

making a real difference and the time to do that is now.” 

Contact: Patricia Morton-Thomas on 0432 612 105 or Barbara Shaw on 0401 291 166 

The Human Rights Day rally starts at 4pm on December 10
th

 on the Alice Springs court house lawns. 


